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Faculty Senate
Minutes of the Meeting of 1/14/2009

Attending:
Arts & Sciences: Dianna Rivers, Emma Hawkins, Randall Yoder, George Irwin, Kenneth Dorris, Shelia Smith, Rose Harding, Nancy Blume, Jeff Forret, Mike Matthis, Catalina Castillon, Ken Rivers, Kyehong Kang, Valentin Andreev, Bo Sun; Business: George Kenyon, Alicen Flosi, J.Y. Choi, Soumava Bandyopadhyay, Howell Lynch; Education & Human Development: Jane Irons, Joel Barton, Fara Goulas, Lula Henry, Elvis Arterbury, Sandy Harris. Kimberly Chalambaga, Barbara Hernandez; Engineering: Jerry Lin, Paul Corder, John Gossage, Ken Aung, Ed Koehn. Fine Arts & Communication: Kurt Gilman, Ann Matlock; Library: Trina Nolen, Sarah Tusa; Developmental Studies: Umporn Tosirisuk. Lamar State College, Port Arthur: Mavis Triebel

Not Attending:
Arts & Sciences: Ray Robertson, Jeremy Shelton, Don Owen; Business: None absent; Education & Human Development: None absent; Engineering: Brian Craig; Fine Arts & Communication: Mary Ann Gentry, Nicki Michalski, Zanthia Smith, Monica Harn, Jeff Wisor.

Quorum was met.

Call to Order:
President Terri Davis called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m.

Presentations:
Johnny Jarrell made a brief announcement regarding Apollo 17 Lunar Module Pilot Dr. Harrison Hagen Schmitt, Ph.D, who is speaking on March 31, 2009.

Mark Asteris reported that we are looking at May 8th as the date for the 2009 Staff Appreciation Day. He sent around a tablet to allow Faculty Senate members to volunteer assistance for the event.

Members of the University Academic Information Technology Committee (Bo Sun, Larry Osborne, and Johnny Jarrell) made a brief presentation regarding the use of Blackboard. Prof. Larry Osborne explained the committee’s proposal to put every course in a Blackboard “shell” so that everyone one could still use the course information in the event of a disaster, since Blackboard is hosted off-campus. Faculty would not be required to use Blackboard, but it would already be available if they decided to use it, since they would no longer have to “turn on” each course individually as requests are submitted. It was also pointed out that Blackboard has a lot more features, and that there would be no cost in putting all courses in the shell. There were some concerns from the floor regarding training and technical support.

Approval of Minutes:
Kurt Gilman made the motion to approve the Minutes of the December meeting. Umporn Tosirisuk seconded the motion. Motion carried.

President’s Report: 
No report.
Committee Reports:
Academic Issues:
Jeremy Shelton was out sick. In his place, Kyehong Kang passed around a resolution drafted by the committee regarding Hurricane Ike. A few changes were suggested and accepted as friendly amendments. (See Appendix for amended draft resolution.) The resolution will be put to question at the February Faculty Senate meeting.
Faculty Issues:
Lula Henry reported that she spoke with Sgt. Blaisdell and that the issue was somewhat resolved. She also reported that Iva Hall, Chair of the Parking Committeee, would take the issue to her committee for consideration. Kevin Smith advised that the announcement was posted November 19th, 2008, via myLamar, and came from the Finance Department in alleged response to outstanding faculty debt. Concerns were raised from the floor regarding whether and how faculty are notified of such debts.
Budget and Compensation: 
Ann Matlock reported that the committee met in December, but most members were not in attendance and hence did not have a quorum. Her committee will finalize their report in February.
Faculty Research & Development:
No report. 
Distinguished Faculty Lecture:
No report. Kim and Alicen will meet with previous chair Steve Zani.

Old Business:
No Old Business

New Business:
No New Business

Open Discussion/Comments:
Concerns were brought forward regarding lack of assistance and response to calls regarding computer viruses. The suggestion was made to turn the request in to the Helpdesk online. Once a Helpdesk ticket is generated, they must respond. Also, the observation was made that the current virus protection program is woefully inadequate, and that there is even freeware available that is better than the anti-virus package currently in use.

Adjournment:
Motion was made by Chris Bridges and seconded by Dianna Rivers to adjourn at 3:55 p.m. Motion carried.






APPENDIX

Proposed Resolution -- Academic Issues Committee
(incorporating friendly amendments)


WHEREAS President James Simmons and other members of the administration and staff responded swiftly and effectively to the damage and disruption caused by Hurricane Ike to ensure the completion of the semester; and

WHEREAS President Simmons and other members of the administration and staff have continued to address and monitor issues related to the hurricane;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Faculty Senate highly commend President Simmons, the administration and staff for their effective leadership and response to Hurricane Ike.
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